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“OVERTHE BRIDGE”
THE ORAL HISTORY PROJECT

By Jennifer & Cindy Keil

Sisters Jennifer and Cindy Keil have a passion for documenting oral
histories and are assisting the Museum in gathering stories from
Balboa Island residents. Jennifer was just awarded her Master of
Arts Degree in History, with an emphasis in »

Public and Oral History. Cindy is earning
her Master of Arts in English.

We met with Museum Board Members
Ed Trainor and Bob Dennerline to
discuss launching an Oral History
project to capture memories of days
gone by. As Master’s degree students at
California State University, Fullerton,
the faculty at the Center for Oral and
Public History taught us how to conduct
interviews, and we implemented a
sustainable program that can continue to
record conversations from Island residents.
Tina Wayt, a wonderful BIMHS volunteer,
opened the Museum for us and assisted in
securing the narrators. Being passionate about the Oral History craft,
we collaborated on how we could use this material in video form for
the Oral History station [fo be established in the near future] so these
recollections will be available to Museum visitors.

Cindy Keil

We interviewed 23 Island residents ranging in age from 64 to 96
years. Through the process, the BIMHS Oral History Project captured
the essential changes that occurred over time in this vibrant
community. The Island took on its own personality and was
transformed by its people. It experienced dramatic change from early
developers, Pasadena visitors and World War II blackouts, and
became a permanent lively community. Some narrators’ families
intended just to come for a summer rental and then decided that this
would be their permanent home. If walls could speak, the historic
cottages and modernized homes would contain a multitude of stories.
We have begun to uncover
1 these rich stories by speaking
1. with their residents. Alice
Dear said, “I came here at
the end of my honeymoon and
never left. I've lived in the
same house for 60 years!”

We learned how  the
businesses shaped the Island
culture. Each week that we
met, new aspects to the Island
were revealed and we
laughed over fun stories.
Narrators shared many fond

Alice Dear being interviewed by Jennifer Keil

memories of the Jolly Roger,
Dad’s Ice Cream, Hershey’s
Market, the Ferry, and the
hardware store. For the Pearl
Girls, the street on which they
reared their children and
created a flag raising song
made them connect to the
community. Neighbors are
practically family in this
setting; generations of children
have grown up together and have
continued to reside here.
Maxwell Phillips said, “Balboa Island is really a small town. People
come into my store and have always asked me, ‘How can you live so
close to each other?’ And my answer is we don’t live in our houses,
we live outside. We sleep in our houses but we have the biggest pool
in the world and we have the friendliest neighbors in the world.”

Maxwell Phillips has lots of stories to tell!

One of the most celebrated memories is the homecoming as people
drove over the bridge. “My husband was a football coach and
teacher in the Anaheim District and up there it was a totally different
life,” said Alice Dear. “When he would come over the bridge to the
Island, he’d pick up his other life here at home. And I’'ve heard so
many people say the same
thing. When they come from
work and onto the Island,
they live in a different world
here, and it’s a lovely, lovely
world.”

The collective celebration of

holidays such as the Fourth

of July and Christmas Boat

Parade hold a special

meaning  for  Islanders.
Participant Joyce Harris said, “/
couldn 't list all the fun things we’ve had here. The Fourth of July got
all the family here and the fireworks and everything—it’s pretty
special.”

Hanne Parks shares her memories

We are grateful for the opportunity to be a part of this process and
look forward to sharing these stories with you. The Oral History
station will be established inside the Museum in the near future and
we hope you will enjoy watching and listening to the interviews that
we were able to conduct.

The Museum thanks the Keil sisters, Tina Wayt and Peggy Marotta
for their tireless efforts to make the Oral History Project a reality.
We also thank the contributors who have shared their priceless
stories about the early days on Balboa Island.
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THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER

One of the best jobs on Balboa Island is
just an application away! Being a volun-
teer is one of the best jobs, so long as
you don’t mind getting paid in smiles
and thanks. As a Museum volunteer
you will have the opportunity to meet
local residents as well as visitors from
all over the world. We welcome you to join our Muse-
um family and help keep the Balboa Island Museum
one of the best attractions in the city!

Ed Trainor

We offer two shifts during our regular business hours.
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday
10am- 1 pm, 1 pm - 4 pm

Applications are available at the Museum and on our
website, www.balboaislandmuseum.org. Please con-
tact Sue Sibley at 916-799-6053 for more infor-
mation.

THANKS TOYOU!

We would like to express our sincere appreciation to
everyone who generously supports the work we do to
collect, preserve and share the history of Balboa Island.

Through your membership and additional gifts, you
help the Museum to gather and protect the amazing
stories and history of Balboa Island.

Be a part of Balboa Island history
Renew or become a member
Application enclosed

Editorial contributions by Shirley Pepys and Ellen Goodman
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HISTORIC HOMES ONTHE ISLAND

Diane Bock

There are 1,444 homes on Balboa
Island, and out of these, 135 bear a
plaque engraved with the words
Balboa Island Historical Society
and the date that the house was
built. About 300 more houses
qualify to be recognized as a
"historic home" and the BI Muse-
um & Historical Society invites
home owners to consider purchas-
ing a plaque. In order to qualify, the structure must have been constructed at
least 60 years ago (currently 1954 or earlier.)

Sixty five of the owners of Balboa Island's Historic Homes gathered at the Mu-
seum on May 10th to share their pride in the significance (and charm!) of their
vintage Balboa Island homes. Don Abrams presented some of his favorite mem-

Collins Castle
ories of Balboa Island's cottages from the earliest days and he was followed by
Jan Benner, our newest (and oldest) Historic Home Owner. Jan and her hus-
band, John, very recently purchased 117 Turquoise (#4) - this property bears the
Historic Homes plaque with the earliest date: 1912. Wine and cheese were
served; old connections were renewed and new friends were made.

One of the first homes on the Island was
built in 1907, designed for the original
land developer, W.S. Collins. It was con-
structed for Collins’4th wife, Apolena, and
appropriately named, “Collins Castle.” The
house was rented by the ill-fated comedi-
an, Fatty Arbuckle, around 1921. Collins
Castle was torn down in 1953; Collins had
died the year before. In its stead, eight new
houses were erected on what is now called
Collins Island. The “White Swan” was the second house built on the Island at
the west side of Pearl and the South Bay Front. It was owned by Collins’ second
wife, Jessie.

The White Swan

About the Museum

Founded in 2000, the Balboa Island Museum & Historical Society provides a place for Islanders and visitors
to gather and share the history and heritage of this beloved location. Donations are tax deductible. Volunteers
are desired. Contributions of photos, memorable stories and artifacts depicting Island life are welcomed.

Hours: Wed, Fri, Sat, Sun, 10 am - 4 pm
331 Marine Ave., Balboa Island, CA 92662
info@balboaislandmuseum.org

949-675-3952

www.balboaislandmuseum.org



http://www.balboaislandmuseum.org

PLATINUM - $20,000
City of Newport Beach

DIAMOND - $5,000

Mr. & Mrs. Don Abrams
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Dirk
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Northrup
Ms. Shirley Pepys

SPECIAL DONORS
Argyros Family Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Curry
Hershey Family

EMERALD - 82,500
Jack Scudder Memorial Fund

RUBY - $1.000

Mr. & Mrs. Jim Carstensen

Mr. & Mrs. Gordon DesCombes
Mr. & Mrs. Barry Meguiar

Mr. & Mrs. Ed Trainor

SAPPHIRE - $500

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Bock

Mr. & Mrs. Bo Brusco

Mr. Chuck Cencilbaugh

Mr. & Mrs. Bill De Witt

Mr. Jeff Gehl

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Harris

Mr. & Mrs. Anton Hershey

Mr. & Mrs. Doug Jackson

Ms. Terry O’Brien

Mr. Stan & Mrs. Renee Pepys Lowe
Ms. Marilyn von Kleinsmid-Randolph

TOPAZ - $250

Balboa Island Yacht Club

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Bromberg
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Burch

Mr. & Mrs. Ron Cassell, Jr.
Mr. Terry Causey

Mr. Chuck Cencibaugh

Ms. Alice Dear

Ms. Heidi Hall & Mr. Steven Guzowski
Mr. & Mrs. Harlan Harmsen
Mr. John Heffernan

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Houston

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Lambert
Ms. Ksenia Larson

Mr. & Mrs. Ken LaSpada

Ms. Peggy Marotta

Mr. & Mrs. Goran Matijasevic
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin O'Grady
Mr. & Mrs. John Robinson
Ms. Nancy Watkins

PEARL - $100

Mr. & Mrs. David Allan

Ms. Donna Anderson

Dr. Steven Ballaback

Mr. & Mrs. Conrad Baumgartner
Mr. & Mrs. Allan Beek

MEMBERS/DONORS 2013—2014*

Mr. Seymour Beek

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Birnie

Mr. & Mrs. Pete Blackman
Ms. Monterey Brookman
Mr.& Mrs. Ron Brower
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Caton

Mr. & Mrs. Rich Cholakian
Ms. Victoria Collins

Mr. & Mrs. Bob Cook

Mr. & Mrs. Ted Cooper
Mr. William Crawford

Ms. Patti Culpepper

Mr. & Mrs. Lou D' Ambrosio
Ms. Jane Davis

Ms. Barbara Devine

Mr. & Mrs. Mickey Dunlap
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Eggert
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Ehmig

Ms. Catherine Emerick

Mr. & Mrs. Dick Fenton
Mr. Michael Glenn

Ms. Janet Goodwin-McNiff
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Grant

Ms. Mary Hardesty

Mr. & Mrs. Bert Harris

Ms. Marilyn Harris

Mr. & Mrs. George Harwood
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Herdman
Jacobson Family Properties
Mr. & Mrs. Terry Janssen
Mr. & Mrs. Chuck Johnson
Mr. & Mrs George Jones
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Kallestad
Mr. Bob Kelley

Mr. & Mrs. Jim Kirst

Mr. & Mis. Rich Kredel

Ms. Terry Lakenan Rismon
Ms. Miriam La Plante

Mr. & Mrs. Reid Lowell-Morris

Mr. Dan Mariscal

Dr. Richard Mays

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen McCoy
The McGee Family

Ms. Anne McNeill

Mr. & Mrs. Jim Miller

Mr. & Mrs. James Moloney
Mr. Ellis Morcos

Mr. & Mrs. Glen Muney
Ms. Dorothy Munroe

Ms. Leslie Newquist

Mr. John Owens

Ms. Kathy Parks

Mr. & Mrs. Noel Pepys

Dr. & Mrs. Ron Pizitz

Mr. Al Preusch

Mr. Douglas Rasmussen
Mr. & Mrs. Rick Rawlins
Ms. Marilyn Rock

Mr. & Mrs. Bob Rogers
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Romo
Mr. & Mrs. Don Rooten
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Saliba
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Schnieders
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Shacklett
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Spragins
Mr. Dean Starr

Dr. Dan Stringer

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Swanson
Mr. & Mrs. Skip Taft

Ms. Judy Tarr

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Wayt

Mr. Chuck Wilke

Mr. & Mrs. Basil Witt

Mr. & Mrs. Ken Witzel

Mr. & Mrs. Cam Woods & Family

CRYSTAL - 350

M. Jill Adams

Mr. & Mrs. Jim Baker

Ms. Anita Bessler

Ms. Jacqueline Birdsong

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Bonhall
Ms. Pat Borison

Mr. & Mrs. Don Bowers
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Bress
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Brown
Ms. Maggie Brown

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Buettell
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Byers
Ms. Janice Burton

Mr. & Mrs. Bob Callahan
Mr. & Mrs. Dave Carmichael
Ms. Joan Cayanni

Mr. & Mrs. Rick Celio

Mr. & Mrs. Bob Childs

Ms. Diane Christie

Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Cohoe
Ms. Lynn Cunningham

Ms. Carrie Davis

Mr. Lyle Dawn

Ms. Edna Dietrich

Ms. Donna Di Bari

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Douglas
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Edwards
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Eichenberg
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Farmer
Mr. & Mrs. Lee Fellinge
Mr. Jim Fournier

Mr. & Mrs. John Fowler

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Gilbert
Ms. Angela Glaser

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Goodman-Beal

Mr. Laurence Gould, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Gouvion
Ms. Gay Grant

Mr. & Mrs. Greg Grime
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Hagemeyer
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Halderman
Mr. & Mrs. Dick Halderman
Mr. & Mrs. John Hancock
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Hanes
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Heath
Ms. Noelle Heusser

Mr. & Mrs. Steven Hively
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Holden

Ms. Margaret Hunt

Mr. & Mrs. Dick Jones

Mr. & Mrs. Rich Kredel

Mr. Donald La Londe

Ms. Cynthia Lake

Ms. Mary Lane

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Lang

Mr. & Mrs. Gaylord Larsen
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Lehman
Mr. Peter Leinau

Ms. Maureen Lenihan

Ms. Diane Lewis

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Lewis
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Lincoln
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Long

Ms. Helen Long

Mr. & Mis. Bill Longfield
Ms. Margaret Lord

Mr. & Mrs. Buz Lowe

Mr. & Mrs Joe Markow
Ralph & Susan Maurillo Sims
Mr. & Mrs. Rod Maxson
Mr. & Ms. Jorgen Moller
Ms. Diane Mondini

Dr. Joyce Nance

Mr. Steve Neimeister

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Niday
Mr. & Mrs. Sim Pace

M. Pete Painter

Ms. Sue Painter

Mr. & Mrs. Lee Pearl

Ms. Frances J. Pedley

Mr. & Mrs. Terry Peets
Mr. & Mrs. Ben Peters

Mr. & Mrs. Max Pepys
Ms. Tiffany Pepys Hoey
Mr. & Mrs. Randy Pestor
Mr. & Mrs. Ben Peters

Mr. & Mrs. Maxwell Phillips
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Pugh

Ms. Michele Raney

Mr. Hurley Robinson

Mr. Ralph Rodheim

Mr. & Mrs. John Rohrer
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Rohrer
Mr. & Mrs. David Rose
Mr. Dave Ruffell

Mr. & Mrs. Dan Runner
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Sadler
Ms. Jenni Samuel

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Sandberg
Mr. & Mrs. Ben Schmid
Ms. Marea Seastrom
Ms. Susan Seely

Mr. & Mrs. Scott Sibley
Ms. Helen Smith

Mr. & Mis. Tim Steele

Mr. & Mrs. John Swain
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Thomas
Mr. & Mrs. Doran Thomas
Mr. Anthony Torrance

Ms. Helen Tuppan

Mr. & Mrs. Brett Tumer
M. Vicki Veden

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Weinstein
Mr. & Mrs. Rick Whipple
Ms. Gail White

Ms. Shirlee Ann White

MERCHANTS

Balboa Island Ferry

Dad’s Donut & Bakery Shop
St. John Vianney Chapel

*As of 5/19/14.

Membership period extends from
10/1113 through 12/31/14. Please call
(310) 717-2325 with any corrections or
if you do not see your name listed.




